Ashwell Parent Reading Guide

Why is reading important?

Reading improves all of a child's literacy skills and can
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Through guided reading sessions, one to one reading, .
around a variety of genres, we aim to give children high quality reading experiences that support
bheing able to discuss them.

Reading with your child at home is a crucially important
wuy to support their learning. Reading hooks together,
reading to your child, hearing them read, discussing reading
technique, stories, poems and non-fiction texts are all key
wuays to will help youwr child to- develop into an able and,
In this guide we are giving yow lots of tips and ideas for
reading and a resource bank of ideas for questions and,

Remember that children need to read a variety of texts such as stories, reports, information texts,
poems, etc. They also love heing read to by adults, particularly if yow can do the voices! If yow
show children yow enjoy reading it will have such a positive impact.
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How does my child learn to read?

Learning to read does not happen all at once. It involves a series of stages that lead, over time, to
The hest time for children to start learning to read is when they are very young, usually at the

1. The pre-reader and the heginning reader:

likes to look at books and likes to be read to

likes to behave like a reader — for example, holds hooks and pretends to read them

them, magnetic letters, and so on

learns about words from songs, rhymes, traffic signs, and logos on packages of food

learns how text works - for example, where a story starts and finishes and which way the print
proceeds

> begins to- understand that his or her own thoughts can he put into print

> uses pictures and memory to tell and retell a story

2. The emerging reader:
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> is ready to receive instructions ahout reading leamns that text is a common wuay, to tell a story
or to corwey information

> hegins to- match written words to spoken words and to perceive relationships between sounds
and letters

> begins to experiment with reading, and is willing to try to say words out loud when reading,
simple texts

> finds the pictures helpful in understanding the text, and learns that the words convey a

3. The early reader:

> develops more confidence and uses a variety of methods, such as relying on visual cues, to
identify words in texts

> adapts his or her reading to different kinds of texts recognizes many words, knows a lot about
reading, and is willing to try new texts

4. The fluent reader:

> thinks of reading as a good thing and does it automatically uses a vuriety of methods to
identify words and their meanings can read various kinds of texts and, predict events in a story

> relates the meaning of hooks to his or her own experience and knowledge, and understands
what is new

It takes time to pass through each of these stages, and yowr child will need plenty of attention

and support as he or she moves through them. You can play a leading role in helping your



Tip 1 - Talk to Your Child
Orul language is the foundation for reading. Listening and speaking are a child's first introduction
or her to learn how to read.

> Tell family stories ahout yourself, your child's grandparents, and other relatives.
> Talk to your child as much as possible about things you are doing and thinking.
> Ask yowr child lots of questions.

> Encourage your child to tell you what he or she thinks or feels.
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Ask your child to tell you about his or her day - about activities and games played.

Be patient! Give your child time to find the words he or she wants to use.

Sing songs, such as the alphahet song, and recite nursery rhymes, encowraging your child to
> Play rhyming and riddle games.

Tip 2 - Make Reading Fun

Reading aloud can be a lot of fun, not just for parents but for all family members. Here are some
wuys to get the most out of reading to your young, child:

> Read with druma and excitement! Use different voices for different charucters in the story. Use
your child's name instead of a character's name. Make puppets and use them to act out o story.

> Rerread your child's favourite stories as many times as your child wants to hear them, and

> Read stories that have repetitive parts and encouruge your child to join in.

> Point to words as yow read them. This will help your child make a connection hetween the

words he or she hears you say and the words on the page.

Read all kinds af material - stories, poems, information hooks, magazine and newspaper

Encowrnge relatives and friends to give yowr child books as gifts.

Take your child to the library and get them excited abhout choosing their own hooks.

Use the Internet to hear authors telling chapters of their stories — hook yowr child ind

Suhbscribe to- @ magazine for your child. He or she will love receiving maill (First News, Weekly

Junior)

The more yow enjoy the reading experience, the more your child will enjoy it.
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Tip 3 - Read Every Day

Children love routine, and reading is something that youw and your child can look forwurd to every
day. By taking the time to read with your child, yow show him or her that reading is important
and fun to do. Try some of these ideas:

> Tryto read with your child as often as possible. It's the hest thing yow can do to help him or
her learn at school! It also allows you to spend, time together in an enjoyable way and, to build,

a strong and healthy relationship.
> Start reading with your child when he or she is very young.



> Set aside a special time each day when youw can give yowr full attention to reading with your
child.

> Chouse a comfortable spot to read, where youw can be close to- yowr child. Make it your "reading
place'! Set aside a special shelf in that area for youwr child's books.

> Chouse a variety of hooks.

> Vary the length of reading time according to your child's age and interests. For young children,
several short sessions (of 10 minutes each) may be better than one long session (af 30
minutes).

> Read slowly so that your child can form a mental picture of what is happening in the story.

> Pruise your child for his or her ideas and, participation!

> When yow and your child are away from home, take along hooks, magazines, and audio hooks
Jor your child to read and listen to-

> Keep reading to your child even after he or she has learned to read. By reading stories that will
uuerestgnwduld,butthatmabnvehworhm’madmg/m yow car stretch your child's

Tip &4 - Set an Example

As a parent, youw are yowr child's most important role model. If your child sees you reading,
especially for pleasure or information, he or she will understand that reading is a worthwhile
activity. You can also share many daily reading activities with your child. Here are some ideas:
> Read recipes, food labels, schedules, maps, instructions, and brochures.

> Read traffic signs and signs in stores and restawrants.

> Look up information in cookhooks, manuals, phone hooks, atlases, and dictionaries.

> Read greeting cards, letters, and e-mail messages to and from relatives and friends.

Tip 5 - Talk Ahout Books

Talking ahout the books yow read is just as important as reading them. Discussing a story or a

hook with your child helps your child understand, it and connect it to his or her own experience of

life. It also helps enrich your child's vocabulary with new words and phruses.

Here are some ways to help your child acquire skills in comprehension, reasoning, and critical

hinking.:

> Ask your child about the kinds of hooks he or she would like to read.

> Talk to yowr child ahout your favourite books from childhood, and offer to read them.

> Encouruge your child to ask questions and to comment on the story and, pictures in a hook -

> Look at the cover and the title of a hook with your child, and ask your child what he or she

> Encouruge your child to think critically about the story. Does he or she agree or disagree with
the author? Why?

> Think out loud about the story as you read, and encourage your child to do the same. For
example, ask, "Does this make sense? Why, or why, not?"

> Give your child time to think about the story, and then ask him or her about it again a few
days later.



Tip 6 - Listen to your child read

>

>

>
>

As your child learns to read, listen to him or her read aloud. Reading to you gives yowr child a
chance to practise and to improve his or her reading, skills.

As you listen to yowr child, rememhber that your reactions are important. Ahove all, listen
without interrupting. Be enthusiastic and praise your child as often as yow can. If possible, be
specific with your praise so that your child knows what he or she is doing well.

Give your child time to figure out tricky words, and show your child how he or she can learn
Jrom mistakes.

Try to have your child read aloud to yow at times when there will be no interruptions.

Make swre that yowr child selects books that aren't too difficult. Don't worry if the hooks your
child chooses are a little easier than the ones he or she reads at school.
Encowrage your child to “listen’ to his or her own reading. Listening will help him or her hear
mistakes and try to fix them.

Take twns reading with your child, especially iff he or she is just beginning to read, or try
Talk about a story after your child has read it, to- make swre that he or she understands it.
Don't forget to encowrnge yowr child to read on his or her ownl

Tip 7 - Show that you value youwr child's efforts
Remember, your child needs to know that you value his or her efforts. Children learn to read over

Here are some wuys yow can show your child that you have confidence in his or her ahbility, to
learn:

>

>
>

Be aware of your child's reading level, but use that information in a positive way. Choose
hooks and activities that are at the right level and, that will help your child improve his or her
Be patient and flexible in youwr efforts to help your child.

Show your child that you see him or her as a growing reader, and pruise his or her efforts to
learn.



One of the most important parts of reading is comprehension. If a child decodes fluently, but does
not fully understand the story or text, then they struggle to enjoy or appreciate hooks. It is
therefore essential that children have opportunity to discuss what they are reading. One of the
more crucial parts of reading is being able to conclude and infer ideas. Open ended guestioning
such as; ‘Why do youw think that happened?’ or ‘What makes youw think that?’ will help with this.
Asking children to tell youw why or show yow clues in the text/pictures can improve their inference
skills dramatically. We enclose a list of potential questions that could be used in a discussion with
a child about a hook. This is not an exhaustive list but should hopefully give some starting points

8 Key Comprehension Strategies
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Sample questions that yow could use for hook talk:
e Why did youw choose this hook? What attracted youw to it?

e Did you know youw anything ahout this hook hefore yow started reading it? What
do yow think ahout it now you have read some? Is it how youw imagined it would he?
Why/why not?

e Could you tell me what's happened so far (fiction) or what this book is ahout (
non-- fiction)?

e What has heen the most exciting part? Why?

e What could you do if youw can't read a word? What could youw do if you can read a
word but don't know what it means?

e Have you come across this word hefore?



e How did youw know how to say it? Are there any clues in the word? Does it look
like. other words yow know?

e Can you work out what that word means? How can you use the rest of the
sentence, page or pictures to help you?

e What other word could the author have used that means the same sort of thing?
e Can you tell me what has happened. in this chapter/on this page?

e Why do you think X (a character) did that?

e How could we describe that charucter? What are they like? How do we know that
Jrom what they say and do?

e How you think x (a charucter) is feeling at the moment? Show me which
words/ phruses tell us that.

e Why you think Y (an event) happened?
e What do you think will happen next? What makes you think that?

e How youw think the author wants us to feel at this moment? How are they trying to
do that? What is he/she trying to do here?

e What do you think the pwrpose of using ____ (word or phruse) is in this
paragraph?

e Why, did the author choose that title?

e What is the effect of writing in the past/present tense?

e What do you notice about the way this page is set out? How does that help us to
understand, better?

e Have you read any other hooks/poems by this author? Did yow like them as
much? Why/Why not?

e Have you read any similar hooks by other authors? Which ones?
e How were the hooks similar?
e What sorts of hooks do yow enjoy most/least? Why?

e Who is your favourite author? Why, do- yow like his/her hooks? What would yow
say to recommend them to other people?

e Do you enjoy reading? What would help youw to enjoy it more?
e What kinds of hooks would yow like to read more af? Why,



What do Book Band levels mean?

Reading hooks are graded by difficulty by reading levels known as Book Bands. Each Book Band
has its own colour. The chart below gives an indication of the range of Book Band levels at which

The chart shows the progress of an ‘average hand of children- but no individual child is ‘average’,

so no child makes smooth progress precisely in this way. Children tend to learn in fits and, starts -

periods of growth followed by periods of consolidation when their progress seems to halt for a

while. The periods where you don't see rapid progress may he worrying, especially after a ‘growth
' but they are | s hild, devel fid in using and, annluing thei I

If you are ever worried about yowr child's progress, talk to their teacher.

Reception - age 4-5 years

Year1 - age 5-6 years

Year 2 - age 6-7 years

Year 3 - age 7-8 years

Year 4 - age 8-9 yewrs

Year 5 - age 9-10 yewrs

Year 6 - age 10-11 years

Book Band colo Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 6
lilac
pink
red

yellow
blue
green
orange
turquoise
purple
gold
white

lime
brown
grey
blue (KS2)
red (KS2)

The following pages explain what each hook hand level means and how youw can support your



Lilac level hooks are wordless hooks that tell a story through pictures alone. They help children to develop
How to support your child reading Lilac level hooks:

Your child is just heginning to discover the excitement of hooks. Although these hooks have no words, they

are an important introduction to reading. Please encowruge your child to:

> Look at the pages in order, and talk about what is happening on the left hand page hefore the right
hand page.

> Talk about what is happening on each page, rather than just talking ahout what they see in each

picture.
> Tell you who or what the hook is about.

Pink level is the very first level of reading hooks which has words. The numher of words increases slightly,
How to support your child reading Pink level hooks:
Your child is heginning to learn to read. As they read, please help them to:

> Read the words carefully. Ask your child to sound out and blend only the words they can't read yet, not
every word. Eventually almost all words will hecome part of your child’s ‘sight memory,, and they won't
have to sound out at all.

> On second and third readings of the hook, encowruge them to read with more pace and with less focus
on sounding out the letters in each word.

> Make a story out of a whole hook, rather than focusing just on what is happening on each page.

> Tell youw about something that happened in the hook, or about something they found out in the hook.

Red level

Red level hooks have a slightly increased numhber of words, an increase from eight to twelve pages and,
slightly more complex story lines. The growing complexity, in the story lines is reinforced through the
How to support youwr child reading Red level hooks:

Your child is heginning to learn how to read. As they read, please help them to:

> Read the words carefully. Most of the words can be recognised or sounded out. Ask your child to sound
out and blend only the words they can't read yet, not every word. Eventually almost all words will
hecome part of your child's ‘sight memory, and they won't have to sound out at all.

> On second and third readings of the hook, encowruge them to read with more pace and with less focus

> Make a story out of a whole hook, rather than focusing just on what is happening on each page.

> Tell you about something that happened in the hook, or ahout something they found out in the hook.



Non-fiction titles at this level build on children's interests and encowruge discussion around the high-quality

photographs. New learning in Yellow level books includes a slightly increased numhber of words and a move

away from familiar experiences. Yellow hooks require some inferencing skills from the reader, e.g. for

How to support your child reading Yellow level hooks:

> Your child is now beginning to read with more confidence. As they read aloud, yow can help them by
giving them time to sound out words they don't know. If they still struggle, encouruge them to try

» Giving them time to recognise and correct their own mistakes.

> Asking them to talk abhout what's happening in the hook, encowrnging them to make links to events on
previous pages.

Blue level

Blue level hooks have a slightly increased number of words and some variation in sentence heginnings. They
may use ellipses and other punctuation. The story, lines are more complex, including more than one event,

How to support yowr child reading Blue level hooks:
Your child is now developing into- a more confident reader. Encourage them to select from hooks at the
As they read, yow can help by encouruging them to:
> Sound out quickly — and silently - inside their heads, if they need to sound out words.
> Look at the punctuation marks. You may want to- model how to read a page of writing, paying attention

to punctuation, such as full-stops and question marks.
> Tell you about what the charucters in the story are doing and why they are acting in that way.

Green level

The numher of words increases slightly, in Green level hooks. Stories have a wider variety of charucters and,
events which develop over @ number of pages. Sentences may, include lists of things or actions, and adverhs
are used frequently to begin sentences. The hooks hegin to use capital letters to- support reading with
QWTMWWWMWWW&wWMWWMWOﬂWm
How to support your child reading Green level hooks:

Your child is now developing into a more confident reader. Encourage them to select from hooks at the
library or hookshop as well as those from school.

As they read, you can help by encouraging them to:

> Sound out quickly — and silently - inside their heads, iff they need to sound out words.

> Look at the punctuation marks. You may want to- model how to read a page of writing, paying attention

to punctuation, such as full-stops and question marks.
> Tell youw about what the charucters in the story are doing and why they are acting in that way.



Orunge level

At Orunge level, the page count increases from 16 pages to 24 pages to challenge and encourage reading
stamina. There is an increased, use of dialogue to encowruge reading with expression. Orunge Level hooks
introduce some complex sentences (use of ‘if,'so’ and ‘hecause’) and include italics to- show emphasis.

Slightly more literary language is used. Children are increasingly, encowruged to infer meaning from the text
in order to- gain full enjoyment from the story.

How to support your child reading Orunge level hooks:

Your child is now heginning to read with more independence. They should he feeling more confident and
will rarely need to sound out words. Yow can help them by
> Listening to them when they read aloud. If they make mistakes, but they keep the sense of the text,
don't interrupt.
> Youw can revisit that page at the end of the session to check certain words.
Reminding them of useful strategies if they can't read a word, for example:
1. Sounding the word, out silently, under their breath

2. Dividing a longer word, into syllables, or looking at the word without an -ing or an —ed ending
> Dont allow them to worry about a word. Tell them what it says and revisit the word once you have

completed the hook.
> Encowrnging some use of expression, especially for character speech in fiction books. You may wish to
> Talking ahout how charucters are feeling.

Twquoise level

There is an increased proportion of space allocated to print rather than pictwres. Twguoise level hooks
include words chosen for appropriateness and impact rather than decodahility, with more extended,
descriptions. Paragraphs begin to develop and more unusual and challenging vocabulary is included.
How to support your child reading Twrquoise level hooks:

Your child is now heginning to read with more independence and their hooks are getting longer. You can

help them by

> Encowrnging them to read some pages silently, inside their heads.

> Listening to- some pages read aloud, encournging the use of expression and paying attention to
punctuation marks.

> Talking ahout how events in the hook relate to each other and helping your child to- understand how the
story builds up in a longer book.
is in the hook.



Purple level

Purple level hooks include an increased proportion of longer sentences, with a more challenging vocabulary.
Some Purple hooks have short chapters to challenge and encowruge reading stamina. Purple level hooks
include longer and more complex sentences with the inclusion of complex (i.e. ‘when’) and simple (i.e. ‘and’)
connectives. Story features such as plot, character and setting are developed, in more detail, and the text in
the non-fiction hooks is presented in o variety of ways.

How to support your child reading Purple level hooks:

Your child is now heginning to read with more independence and their hooks are getting longer. You can

help them by:

> Encournging them to read some pages silently, inside their heads.

> Listening to some pages read aloud, encowruging the use of expression and paying attention to
punctuation marks.

> Talking ahout how events in the hook relate to each other and helping your child to- understand how the
story, builds up in o longer hook.
is in the hook.

language, story structwres and text layout.
How to support your child reading Gold level hooks:

Your child is now reading longer hooks with fewer illustrations, so they, continue to need your help to ensure
they are getting the full meaning and enjoyment from the text. They may prefer to read one chapter or
section at a time, rather than reading the whole hook in one session.

You can support them hy:

> Asking them to read some pages of the hook aloud to yow so that you can enjoy hearing them reading
with expression and pace.

> Asking them to find parts of the text which describe a character or place and talking abhout the words

> Asking for regular updates as to- what is happening in the hook, so that youw know how the different
chapters or sections link.

> Talking ahout how much they enjoy a hook, or a type of hook.

> Encouruge them to look for more hooks of the type they enjoy.



In White level hooks there is @ more sophisticated use af narrative voice. Clauses in longer sentences are
sustained reading. The stories included at White level encourage children to empathise with the charucters
How to support your child reading White level hooks::

Your child is now reading longer hooks with fewer illustrations, so they continue to need your help to ensure
they are getting the full meaning and enjoyment from the text. They may prefer to read one chapter or
section at a time, rather than reading the whole book in one session.

You can support them hy:

with expression and pace.

> Asking them to find parts of the text which describe a character or place and talking about the words
used in the description.

> Asking for regular updates as to- what is happening in the book, so that yow know how the different
chapters or sections link.

> Talking ahout how much they enjoy a book, or a type of book.

> Encowrnge them to look for more hooks of the type they enjoy.

Lime level hooks include a widening range of writing styles and an increased variation in sentence structure,
including -ing clauses and longer sentences with more than two clauses. Children reading at Lime level are
able to interpret more sophisticated word plays and puns. The narrator’s voice in a fiction story may be
distinguished from the charucters’ voice through figurative, idiomatic and literary language. The story is
aften told through dialogue and action to ‘show’ instead of ‘tell’ as the plot develops.

How to support youwr child reading Lime level hooks:

Although your child is now taking off as a reader, it is still important that yow read with them and talk to

them ahout their reading. This reassures them that their reading is still important to you, as well as giving

yow an opportunity to share an enjoyment of hooks.

You can still help them hy:

> Asking them to read aloud some parts of the text which they particularly enjoy. This may include action
or description. Talk about how the writer made those parts so enjoyahble.

> Talking ahout how characters develop or how they react to- different people, places or events.
> Reading the hook yowrself so that you can talk together about the smaller details of the hook.



Brown level
Children reading at Brown level at this level, they should be ahble to:

> distinguish the norrator’s voice in a fiction story from the charucters’ voices through figurative, idiomatic
> understand a story that is told through dialogue and, action to ‘show’ instead of ‘tell’ the plot
How to support your child reading Brown level hooks:

Your child may well not want to read aloud to you anymore because they prohably enjoy, silent reading

more. This is fine as long as you child continues to read, actively and not just pass their eyes over the

words.

You can help them hy:

> Continuing to make a time avuilable for regular quiet reading sessions, and reading your book while
your child reads.

> Estahblishing an expectation of a conwersation at the end of each reading session: can they tell you
what's happening in their hook?

> Ask questions which make your child go- hack to the book to find answers. Support your child as they

> Continuing to read aloud to your child at hedtime. This shows them the importance you place on

Grey level

Children reading at Grey level are able to interpret more sophisticated word-play and puns. At this level,
they should be ahble to:

> explain a charucter's motivations
> better understand o range of narration styles

How to support your child reading Grey level hooks:

Your child may well not want to read aloud to you anymore bhecause they probably enjoy, silent reading

more. This is fine as long as yow child continues to read actively and not just pass their eyes over the

words.

You can help them hy:

> Continuing to make a time avuilable for regular quiet reading sessions, and reading youwr book while
your child reads.

> Establishing an expectation of a conversation at the end of each reading session: can they tell youw
what's happening in their hook?

> Ask questions which make your child go back to the hook to find answers. Support your child as they

> Continuing to read aloud to your child at bedtime. This shows them the importance youw place on



Dark Blue level (KS2)

Children reading at Blue level will be able to- gather information from more than one place in the text and
charucter and, setting,.
How to support your child reading Dark Blue level hooks:

The hooks at this level are written in a much more subtle way than in previous levels which means that it is

vocabulary the writer is using. This level is more advanced than many books that are sold to adults but

these stories are not intended to be just ‘leisure reads’. Although your child should enjoy them, the hooks

need the reader to be fully alert and willing to leaurn.

You can help them hy:

> Continuing to make a time avuilable for regular quiet reading sessions, and reading yowr hook while
yowr child reads.

> Suggest that your child invites friends who are also reading the hook to- a ‘Book Group'. If yow skim-
read the hook first - or ask your child's teacher - yow can prepare some questions for the hook group to
discuss.

> Before a reading session, ask your child to find and note down some particular information. It could
relate to the plot or it could be something like: o really good descriptive passage; three words which are
adventurous; two words you wunt to- use in your next piece of writing; an example of something typical
a character does or says; how one charucter's reaction to another shows their relationship ... There are
lots of questions you can ask which don't mean youw have to know the hook yourself, but just serve to

Dark Red level (KS2)

Children reading at Red level will be able to synthesise information from different places in a text. They are
heginning to recognise how layers of meaning allow for the build-up of humowr or tension and are able to

How to support your child reading Red level hooks::

The hooks at this level are written in @ much more subtle way than in previous levels which means that it is

vocabulary the writer is using. This level is more advanced than many bhooks that are sold to adults but

these stories are not intended to be just ‘leisure reads’. Although your child should enjoy them, the hooks

need the reader to be fully alert and willing to learn.

You can help them hy:

> Continuing to make a time avuilable for regular quiet reading sessions, and reading your hook while
yowr child reads.

> Suggest that your child invites friends who are also reading the hook to a ‘Book Group'. If youw skim-
read the hook first - or ask yowr child’'s teacher - yow can prepare some questions for the hook group to
discuss. Before a reading session, ask your child to find and note down some particular information. It
could relate to the plot or it could he something like: a really good descriptive passage; three words
which are adventwrous; two words youw want to use in yowr next piece of writing; an example of
something typical @ character does or says; how one charucter's reaction to another shows their
relationship ... There are lots of questions you can ask which don't mean you have to know the hook
yowrself, but just serve to alert yowr child to its possibilities.




